
   

 

 
 
 
 
 

CELTIC EVENING PRAYER 
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Come as you are, for God's embrace is wide. 
 

A warm welcome to you. 
We are delighted that you are here. 

 

As you arrive, please enjoy the silence. 
 
 

St. Columba’s Episcopal Church 
Boothbay Harbor, Maine 
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C E L T I C   E V E N I N G   P R A Y E R 
 

In this time of  the Pandemic, we are changing and being changed. 
What once was urgent in our daily lives is now put on pause. 

Other more immediate ways of  living and dying are transforming us. 
 

As we contemplate and experience our collective living and dying,  
we pray that we can be even more unified  

as One in God’s Love all across the world.   
There is great hope in all that is happening in this world,  

we embrace it all. 
 

Now in these unprecedented times, our world is hushed . . .  
In the quiet and the chaos,  

we’re witnessing the wellspring of  new life,  
even in the midst of  death. 

All the world is now, perhaps for the first time ever,  
singularly focused on the healing of  one another  

and the healing of  “this fragile Earth, our island home.” 
 

Almost since time began,  
this is also the spirit in which our evenings always have begun. 

At this holy hour of  twilight, we are hushed throughout all time, 
breathing in more deeply, lighting our candles,  

pausing at the end of  the day together  
to pray into the love of  God’s welcoming embrace. 

 

In this widened space at the end of  the day,  
our prayers encircle the world continuously. 

We rest into the power of  quietness and the healing touch of  God. 
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As were all those who have gone before us,  
we too are comforted and calmed  

at this hour of  twilight by candlelight, music and prayer. 
 

The Celtic tradition holds  
that we find God in Christ in our hearts,  

in each other, and in all creation. 
 

As always, we welcome all to join with us in these timeless prayers. 
So come as you are, let down your burdens,  

find your rest in God’s expansive Love. 
This love is sweeping over you and all of  Creation,  

sweeping ‘round and ‘round the world  
throughout all time and in all places. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us pray, this prayer offered up by our friends in Virginia, 
 

Almighty God: Our times are in your hand. We call upon you in 
this hour of our need, when we are lonely and must stand 
apart.  Be our strength, O Loving God, our calm in the midst of 
raging seas, our refuge and our dwelling place. Sanctify to us this 
time drawn away from others, even as your Son, O God of All 
Creation, drew away to a lonely place for prayer. Deepen our 
need of you, dear God , that every breath may be a whisper of 
the Spirit’s prompting, a renewed searching of the deep things of 
God. Stir up in us the great act of intercession, that we may 
spend our time apart in prayer for the world you created and 
sustain. Bless us in our turning toward you, and make us a 
blessing to those who stand in need of you, the whole fragile 
earth. All this we ask in the name of great Physician our healer, 
even Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

https://mailchi.mp/vts/a-prayer-and-worship-resource-pack-from-vts-2615050 

 

With God’s help, our gifts become the blessings we seek for the world. 
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THE ORDER OF EVENING PRAYER 
 
Welcome The Rev. Maria J. Hoecker 
 

Opening Sentences  
 

 Officiant: The Love of Christ surround us. 
 People: The Light of Christ lead us. 
 

 Officiant: The Peace of Christ fill us. 
 People: The Power of Christ aid us. 
 

 Officiant: The Joy of Christ thrill us. 
 People: The presence of Christ be with us evermore. 
 

The Lighting of the Three 
 

 Officiant: We light a light in the name of the Maker. 
 People: The Lord is with us, With might to protect us, 
  With strength to defend us, The Lord is with us. 
 

   silence 
 

 Officiant: We light a light in the name of the Son. 
 People: The Lord is with us, With wisdom to guide us, 
  With peace to refresh us, The Lord is with us. 
 

   silence 
 

 Officiant: We light a light in the name of the Spirit. 
 People: The Lord is with us, With love to enfold us, 
  With joy to crown us, The Lord is with us. 
 

   silence 
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Opening Prayer 
 

Officiant: Our spirits hunger for your love, O Divine Maker of hearts, for 
the taste of your joy and a sense of your peace. May this time of 
prayer fill us with the whisper of your presence and the touch of 
your hand upon our hearts. We long for the depths of your love, 
to know your quiet constancy, the feast of your friendship that 
feeds us without end. Awaken us to your presence now, this 
moment, in our hearts.  Amen. 

 

Opening Word   “Water” by Wendell Berry 
 

I was born in a drought year. That summer 
my mother waited in the house, enclosed 
in the sun and the dry ceaseless wind, 
for the men to come back in the evenings, 
bringing water from a distant spring. 
veins of leaves ran dry, roots shrank. 
And all my life I have dreaded the return 
of that year, sure that it still is 
somewhere, like a dead enemy’s soul. 
Fear of dust in my mouth is always with me, 
and I am the faithful husband of the rain, 
I love the water of wells and springs 
and the taste of roofs in the water of cisterns. 
I am a dry man whose thirst is praise 
of clouds, and whose mind is something of a cup. 
My sweetness is to wake in the night 
after days of dry heat, hearing the rain . 
 

This poem is in the public domain, and may be read in a live-streamed worship service.  
 

Bell at the Prayer for the Evening 
 

Silence 
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A Prayer for the Evening 
 

Lord, eventide is upon us. It is a time for stillness. Let us be still in the 
presence of God. Night follows after a long day. What has been done has 
been done; what has not been done, for now will be left undone; let it be. 
The night is dark. Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own 
lives rest in you. The night is quiet. Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, 
all who are dear to us, and all who have no peace. The night heralds the 
dawn. Let us look to a new day, new joys, new possibilities. The Lord 
Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end.  Amen. 

 

Officiant: Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
 People: The maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Hymn #25   “O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ”    
 

 
 

Words: Greek, 3rd cent.; tr. F. Bland Tucker (1895–1984); para. of O Gracious Light 
Music:  The Eighth Tune, Thomas Tallis (1505?–1585); adapt. Hymnal 1982 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Gospel for the Day   Matthew 10:24-39 The Message   

“We are intimately linked in this harvest work. Anyone who accepts what you 
do, accepts me, the One who sent you. Anyone who accepts what I do 
accepts my Father, who sent me. Accepting a messenger of God is as good as 
being God’s messenger. Accepting someone’s help is as good as giving 
someone help. This is a large work I’ve called you into, but don’t be 
overwhelmed by it. It’s best to start small. Give a cool cup of water to 
someone who is thirsty, for instance. The smallest act of giving or receiving 
makes you a true apprentice. You won’t lose out on a thing.” 
 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Reflection   silence follows 
 

Canticle Prayer 
 

Officiant: We weave a silence on to our lips. 
 People: We weave a silence into our minds. 
 

Officiant: We weave a silence within our hearts. 
 People: We close our ears to distractions. 
 

Officiant: We close our eyes to attractions. 
 People: We close our hearts to temptations. 
 

Officiant: Calm us, O Lord, as you stilled the storm. 
 People: Still us, O Lord, keep us from harm. 
 

Officiant: Let all the tumult within us cease. 
 People: Enfold us, O Lord, in your peace.  Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

 Reader: God of love 
  Hear the cry of those who yearn for love 
  Fractured families, broken homes 
  Neglected, unwanted, alone 
  God of love 
 People: hear our prayer 
 

 Reader: God of justice 
  Hear the cry of those who yearn for justice 
  Persecuted and oppressed 
  Exploited, ill-treated, broken 
  God of justice 
 People: hear our prayer 
 

 Reader: God of peace, 
  Hear the cry of those who yearn for peace 
  In battle zones and broken states 
  Frightened, fearful, anxious 
  God of peace 
 People: hear our prayer 
 

 Reader: God of healing 
  Hear the cry of those who yearn for healing 
  Physical and spiritual 
  Hurting, weakened, depressed 
  God of healing 
 People: hear our prayer 
 

 Reader: The Spirit of our God fills the whole world. 
  The Spirit of our God moves over the deep. 
  The Spirit of our God warms our hearts. 
  The Spirit of our God fills all things. 
 

  Silence 
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A Prayer for Peace BCP pg. 815 
 

You are our shelter, O Lord, a light upon our path, a presence in our 
darkness, a companion in our travels, there at the journey’s end. Hear our 
prayers and may your mercy be upon us.  Amen. 
 

Concluding Collect 
 

Officiant:  You are our shelter, O Lord, a light upon our path, a presence in 
our darkness, a companion in our travels, there at the journey’s end. 
Hear our prayers and may your mercy be upon us.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit Among the People of God 
 

God of all power and love, 
we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, 
break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Hymn #383   “Fairest Lord Jesus”    
 

 

Closing Prayers 
 

 Officiant: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 
 People: For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
 

 Officiant: Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye; 
 People: Hide us under the shadow of your wings. 
 

 Officiant: Lord, have mercy. 
 People: Christ, have mercy, 
 Officiant: Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Collect 
 

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: 
Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we 
may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 

Words: German composite; tr. pub. New York, 1850, alt. 
Music:  St. Elizabeth, melody from Schlesische Volkslieder, 1842; harm. Thomas Tertius Noble (1867–1953) 
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The Lord’s Prayer BCP pg. 364 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
  your kingdom come,   
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
   who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, 
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Officiant: Lord, Hear our prayer; 
 People: And let our cry come to you. 

Officiant: Let us pray. 
 

Officiant: Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of 
this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances 
of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Officiant: Gracious God, you have called us to serve you. 
 People: Help us to journey beyond the familiar 

 and into the unknown. 
Give us the faith to leave old ways 
 and break fresh ground with You. 
Christ of the mysteries,  
 we trust You to be stronger  
 than each storm within us. 
We will trust in the darkness  
 and know that our times, even now,  
 are in Your hand. 
Tune our spirits to the music of heaven, and somehow, 
 make our obedience count for You.  Amen. 
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Hymn #24   “The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended” 
 

Words: John Ellerton (1826–1893)                              Music: St. Clement, Clement Cottevill Scholefield (1839–1904) 
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The Dismissal 
 

 Officiant: Let us pray. 
 All: Lord, you now have set your servant free 
  to go in peace as you have promised; 
 

  For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, 
  whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
 

  A Light to enlighten the nations, 
  and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.   

 Officiant: The Spirit of God come upon you,  
fill you with peace and love, 
guide you in all that you do; 
and the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 

 Officiant: Let us Bless the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit, 
  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 People: Thanks be to God, Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Please note that during this time of pandemic 
St. Columba’s building is closed until further notice. 

Donations can be sent to St. Columba’s Episcopal Church 
32 Emery Lane, Boothbay Harbor ME 04538 
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Blessing & Prayer of Thanksgiving The Rt. Rev. Stephen Lane  
 

Lifegiving God,  
 we celebrate with thanksgiving, 
 the renewal of life that you have given us,  
 your people at St. Columba’s Episcopal Church. 
We thank you for the vision of new life, 
 and for the generosity  
 in giving of talent and treasure  
 to realize that vision. 
May the success we mark today, 
 embolden us to venture further  
 on the sea of your mission. 
O God, your sea is so wide,  
 and our coracle is so small. 
Bless St. Columba’s and us  
 in our work and life together. 
Remind us that a safe harbor is reached  
 only after the hard work  
 of crossing a dangerous sea. 
Help us to venture out on that sea,  
 trusting in one another and your goodness. 
This we pray in the name of the One  
 who is our rock and our anchor,  
 Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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Spiritual Communion 
 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express 
their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede 
them from actually receiving Holy Communion. 
 

The officiant invites the following prayer to be said by all:   

 People: My Jesus,  
 I believe that you are truly present in the 
 Blessed  Sacrament  of  the  Altar.   
I  desire  to  offer  you  praise  and  thanksgiving   
 as  I  proclaim  your  resurrection.   
I  love  you  above  all  things,   
 and  long  for you in my soul.   
Since I cannot receive you  
 in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,  
 come spiritually into my heart.  
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord  Jesus, 
 and  let  me  never  be  separated  from  you.   
May  I  live  in  you,  and  you  in  me,   
 in  this  life and in the life to come. Amen. 
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Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Brown 
Bishop of The Diocese of Maine 

 
 
 

Officiant: The Rev. Maria J. Hoecker, 
Rector of St. Columba’s Episcopal Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Columba’s Church All Saints by-the-Sea Chapel 
32 Emery Lane All Saints Road 
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