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St. Columba’s Episcopal Church
Serving the Boothbay Region

CELTIC EVENING PRAYER
In this time of the Pandemic, we are changing and being changed.
What once was urgent in our daily lives is now put on pause.
Other more immediate ways of living and dying are transforming us.
As we contemplate and experience our collective living and dying,
we pray that we can be even more unified as One in God’s Love all across the world.
There is great hope in all that is happening in this world, we embrace it all.
Now in these unprecedented times, our world is hushed . . .
In the quiet and the chaos,
we’re witnessing the wellspring of new life, even in the midst of death.
All the world is now, perhaps for the first time ever,
singularly focused on the healing of one another
and the healing of “this fragile Earth, our island home.”
Almost since time began,
this is also the spirit in which our evenings always have begun.
At this holy hour of twilight, we are hushed throughout all time,
breathing in more deeply, lighting our candles, pausing at the end of the day
together to pray into the love of God’s welcoming embrace.
In this widened space at the end of the day,
our prayers encircle the world continuously.
We rest into the power of quietness and the healing touch of God.
As were all those who have gone before us, we too are comforted and calmed
at this hour of twilight by candlelight, music and prayer.
The Celtic tradition holds that we find God in Christ in our hearts,
in each other, and in all creation.
As always, we welcome all to join with us in these timeless prayers.
So come as you are, let down your burdens,
find your rest in God’s expansive Love.
This love is sweeping over you and all of Creation,
sweeping ‘round and ‘round the world
throughout all time and in all places.
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Let us pray, this prayer offered up by our friends in Virginia,
Almighty God: Our times are in your hand. We call upon you in this hour
of our need, when we are lonely and must stand apart. Be our strength, O
Loving God, our calm in the midst of raging seas, our refuge and our
dwelling place. Sanctify to us this time drawn away from others, even as
your Son, O God of All Creation, drew away to a lonely place for prayer.
Deepen our need of you, dear God , that every breath may be a whisper of
the Spirit’s prompting, a renewed searching of the deep things of God. Stir
up in us the great act of intercession, that we may spend our time apart in
prayer for the world you created and sustain. Bless us in our turning toward
you, and make us a blessing to those who stand in need of you, the whole
fragile earth. All this we ask in the name of great Physician our healer, even
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
https://mailchi.mp/vts/a-prayer-and-worship-resource-pack-from-vts-2615050

With God’s help, our gifts become the blessings we seek for the world.
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AT THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
Hymn #433 “We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing”

Words: Anon. 1625; tr. Theodore Baker (1851–1934)
Music: Kremser, from Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626; arr. Eduard Kremser (1838–1914)
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Opening Acclamation Please remain standing
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Opening Prayer
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Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria
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Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and
for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great
bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD
The New Testament Reading 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s Churches.
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to
provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in every good work. As it is written,
"He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever."
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for
your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of
this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many
thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience
to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and
with all others, while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God
that he has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(A short period of silence will be kept.)
The Gospel Luke 17:11-19
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he
entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying,
"Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and show
yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he
saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at
Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made
clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to
God except this foreigner?" Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith has
made you well."
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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A Litany of Thanksgiving
Let us give thanks to God our Father
for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us.
For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea,
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We thank you, Lord.

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women,
revealing the image of Christ,

We thank you, Lord.

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends,

We thank you, Lord.

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,

We thank you, Lord.

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,

We thank you, Lord.

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering
and faithful in adversity,

We thank you, Lord.

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice,

We thank you, Lord.

For the communion of saints, in all times and places,

We thank you, Lord.

Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies
and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord;

To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father,
and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

The Concluding Collect
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us
as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
The peace of God, that passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God, and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Hymn #397 “Now thank we all our God”

Words: Martin Rinkart (1586–1649); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827–1878), alt.
Music: Nun danket alle Gott, melody Johann
Cruger (1598–1662); harm. William Henry Monk (1823–1889), after Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1947)

The Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Please note that during this time of pandemic
St. Columba’s building is closed until further notice.
Donations can be sent to St. Columba’s Episcopal Church
32 Emery Lane, Boothbay Harbor ME 04538

Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Brown
Bishop of The Diocese of Maine
Officiant: The Rev. Maria J. Hoecker,
Rector of St. Columba’s Episcopal Church
Musician, IT, and Sound Engineer: Guy Scott
Bulletin Preparation: Gretchen Fehlau

All prayers from the Iona Abbey Worship Book. 2001.
All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked The Message or MSG are taken from
copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson.
Used by permission of NavPress. All rights reserved.
Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

THE MESSAGE,

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from OneLicense with license #A-700276. All rights reserved.

If you would like to contribute to our online and community ministries, your special gift can be
sent to:
St. Columba's Church
32 Emery Lane
Boothbay Harbor ME 04538
Or you can directly send us an online donation through the link on the Episcopal Diocese of Maine
home page: https://www.episcopalmaine.org/about-us/about-us-for-everyone/giving-online

St. Columba’s Church
32 Emery Lane
Boothbay Harbor ME 04538

All Saints by-the-Sea Chapel
All Saints Road
Southport ME 04576
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