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Sunday, November 15, 2020

St. Columba’s Episcopal Church
Boothbay Harbor, Maine

CELTIC EVENING PRAYER
In this time of the Pandemic, we are changing and being changed.
What once was urgent in our daily lives is now put on pause.
Other more immediate ways of living and dying are transforming us.
As we contemplate and experience our collective living and dying,
we pray that we can be even more unified as One in God’s Love all across the world.
There is great hope in all that is happening in this world, we embrace it all.
Now in these unprecedented times, our world is hushed . . .
In the quiet and the chaos,
we’re witnessing the wellspring of new life, even in the midst of death.
All the world is now, perhaps for the first time ever,
singularly focused on the healing of one another
and the healing of “this fragile Earth, our island home.”
Almost since time began,
this is also the spirit in which our evenings always have begun.
At this holy hour of twilight, we are hushed throughout all time,
breathing in more deeply, lighting our candles, pausing at the end of the day
together to pray into the love of God’s welcoming embrace.
In this widened space at the end of the day,
our prayers encircle the world continuously.
We rest into the power of quietness and the healing touch of God.
As were all those who have gone before us, we too are comforted and calmed
at this hour of twilight by candlelight, music and prayer.
The Celtic tradition holds that we find God in Christ in our hearts,
in each other, and in all creation.
As always, we welcome all to join with us in these timeless prayers.
So come as you are, let down your burdens,
find your rest in God’s expansive Love.
This love is sweeping over you and all of Creation,
sweeping ‘round and ‘round the world
throughout all time and in all places.
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Let us pray, this prayer offered up by our friends in Virginia,
Almighty God: Our times are in your hand. We call upon you in this hour
of our need, when we are lonely and must stand apart. Be our strength, O
Loving God, our calm in the midst of raging seas, our refuge and our
dwelling place. Sanctify to us this time drawn away from others, even as
your Son, O God of All Creation, drew away to a lonely place for prayer.
Deepen our need of you, dear God , that every breath may be a whisper of
the Spirit’s prompting, a renewed searching of the deep things of God. Stir
up in us the great act of intercession, that we may spend our time apart in
prayer for the world you created and sustain. Bless us in our turning toward
you, and make us a blessing to those who stand in need of you, the whole
fragile earth. All this we ask in the name of great Physician our healer, even
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
https://mailchi.mp/vts/a-prayer-and-worship-resource-pack-from-vts-2615050

With God’s help, our gifts become the blessings we seek for the world.
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THE GATHERING
Welcome

The Rev. Maria J. Hoecker

Opening Responses
Leader: O God, who called all life into being,

All: The earth, sea, and sky are yours.

Leader:

Your presence is all around us,

Leader:

Your Spirit enlivens all who walk the earth,

All: Every atom is full of your energy.
All: with her we yearn for justice to be done,

Leader: For creation to be freed from bondage,

All: For the hungry to be fed,

Leader: For captives to be released,

All: For your kingdom of peace to come on earth.

Opening Collect of the Day
Leader: God be with you.

All: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray,

Leader: Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us
so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
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Hymn #662 “Abide with me: fast fall the eventide”

Words: Henry Frances Lyte (1793–1847)

Music: Eventide, William Henry Monk (1823–1889)
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Opening Word “Our Departed Loved Ones” please be seated

by John O'Donohue
Excerpt from BEAUTY

The dead are not distant or absent. They are alongside us. When we lose someone to
death, we lose their physical image and presence, they slip out of visible form into
invisible presence. This alteration of form is the reason we cannot see the dead. But
because we cannot see them does not mean that they are not there. Transfigured into
eternal form, the dead cannot reverse the journey and even for one second re-enter their
old form to linger with us a while. Though they cannot reappear, they continue to be near
us and part of the healing of grief is the refinement of our hearts whereby we come to
sense their loving nearness. When we ourselves enter the eternal world and come to see
our lives on earth in full view, we may be surprised at the immense assistance and support
with which our departed loved ones have accompanied every moment of our lives. In
their new, transfigured presence their compassion, understanding and love take on a
divine depth, enabling them to become secret angels guiding and sheltering the unfolding
of our destiny.
This poem is in the public domain, and may be read in a live-streamed worship service.
Prayer of Confession
O God, gladly we live and move and have our being in you.
Yet always in the midst of the creation-glory,
we see sin's shadow and feel death's darkness:
around in the earth, sea, and sky, the abuse of matter;
beside us in the broken, the hungry and the poor,
the betrayal of one another;
and often, deep within us, a stirving against your Spirit.
O Trinity of Love,
forgive us that we may forgive one another,
heal us that we may be people of healing,
and renew us that we also may be makers of peace. Amen.
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Hymn #711 “Seek Ye First”

Words: St. 1, Matthew 6:33; adapt. Karen Lafferty (20th cent.). St. 2, Matthew 7:7
Music: Seek Ye First, Karen Lafferty (20th cent.)
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD
Gospel for the Day Matthew 25:14-30

The Message

The Story About Investment
“It’s also like a man going off on an extended trip. He called his servants together and
delegated responsibilities. To one he gave five thousand dollars, to another two thousand, to a
third one thousand, depending on their abilities. Then he left. Right off, the first servant went
to work and doubled his master’s investment. The second did the same. But the man with the
single thousand dug a hole and carefully buried his master’s money.
“After a long absence, the master of those three servants came back and settled up with them.
The one given five thousand dollars showed him how he had doubled his investment. His
master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From now on be my partner.’
“The servant with the two thousand showed how he also had doubled his master’s investment.
His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From now on be my
partner.’
“The servant given one thousand said, ‘Master, I know you have high standards and hate
careless ways, that you demand the best and make no allowances for error. I was afraid I might
disappoint you, so I found a good hiding place and secured your money. Here it is, safe and
sound down to the last cent.’
“The master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live cautiously like that!
If you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than the least? The least you could have
done would have been to invest the sum with the bankers, where at least I would have gotten a
little interest.
“‘Take the thousand and give it to the one who risked the most. And get rid of this “play-itsafe” who won’t go out on a limb. Throw him out into utter darkness.’
Here ends the reading.
Response
All are invited to reflect on the readings with a symbolic action to declare their engagement with their prayers of
thanksgiving and concern; be it lighting a candle, meditating, placing stones in sand, ringing a bell, planting
seeds, drawing or writing.
a period of silence follows
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Affirmation of Faith
Leader: In the midst of hunger and war

All: We celebrate the promise of plenty and peace.
Leader: In the midst of oppression and tyranny

All: We celebrate the promise of service and freedom.
Leader: In the midst of doubt and despair

All: We celebrate the promise of faith and hope.
Leader: in the midst of fear and betrayal

All: We celebrate the promise of joy and loyalty.
Leader: In the midst of hatred and death

All: We celebrate the promise of love and life.
Leader: In the midst of sin and decay

All: We celebrate the promise of salvation and renewal.
Leader: In the midst of death on every side

All: We celebrate the promise of the Living Christ. Amen.
Prayers of Concern
Reader: O God of all creation
who has come to us in Jesus,
lead us in the way of love
and fill us with your Spirit.
Choose us
to bring good news to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
to bring sight to the blind
and set free the oppressed.
So shall your new creation come
and your will be done.

People: Amen.

Reader:

Spirit of truth and judgment,
who alone can cast out
the powers that grip our world
at the point of crisis,
give us your discernment,
that we may accurately name what is evil,
and know the way that leads to peace,
through Jesus Christ,

People: Amen.
Reader:

Spirit of integrity,
you drive us into the desert
to search out our truth.
Give us clarity to know what is right,
that we may abandon the false innocence
of failing to choose at all,
but may follow the purposes of Jesus Christ.

People: Amen.
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Closing Responses
Leader: A blessing on you who are poor,

All: Yours is the Kingdom of God.

Leader: A blessing on you who mourn,

All: You shall be comforted.

Leader: A blessing on you who hunger for justice

All: You shall be satisfied.

Leader: A blessing on you who make peace,

All: You shall be called children of God,

Leader: A blessing on you who are persecuted for the cause of right,

All: Yours is the Kingdom of Heaven.

Leader: God, lead us, that we may stand firm in faith for justice.

All: Teach us to love. Teach us compassion.
Above all, out of love and compassion, teach us to act. Amen.

Blessing
May the God who shakes heaven and earth,
whom death could not contain,
who lives to disturb and heal us,
bless you with power to go forth
and proclaim the Gospel.

Amen.
Dismissal

Leader: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!

All Thanks be to God!
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Hymn “God beyond knowledge”

Words: Pat Bennett

Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927; harm. David Evans (1874-1948)


Please note that during this time of pandemic
St. Columba’s building is closed until further notice.
Donations can be sent to St. Columba’s Episcopal Church
32 Emery Lane, Boothbay Harbor ME 04538
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Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Brown
Bishop of The Diocese of Maine
Officiant: The Rev. Maria J. Hoecker,
Rector of St. Columba’s Episcopal Church
Musician, IT, and Sound Engineer: Guy Scott
Bulletin Preparation: Gretchen Fehlau

All prayers from the Iona Abbey Worship Book. 2001.
All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked The Message or MSG are taken from
copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson.
Used by permission of NavPress. All rights reserved.
Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

THE MESSAGE,

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from OneLicense with license #A-700276. All rights reserved.

If you would like to contribute to our online and community ministries, your special gift can be
sent to:
St. Columba's Church
32 Emery Lane
Boothbay Harbor ME 04538
Or you can directly send us an online donation through the link on the Episcopal Diocese of Maine
home page: https://www.episcopalmaine.org/about-us/about-us-for-everyone/giving-online

St. Columba’s Church
32 Emery Lane
Boothbay Harbor ME 04538
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All Saints by-the-Sea Chapel
All Saints Road
Southport ME 04576

